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M. Long 
MR. MURAD: The date is October 9, 2001. 


The time is 1425 hours and this is Murray 
Murad and -- 


MR. CUNDARI: George Cundari. 


MR. MURAD: Of the Fire Department of 


the City of New York. I am conducting an 


interview with the following firefighter: 

A. Matthew Long. Firefighter first rank, 
Ladder 43. 

MR. MURAD: Of the Fire Department of 

the City of New York. We are currently at 

Ladder 43 and this is regarding the tragic 

events on September 11, 2001. 

BY MR. MURAD: 

Q. If you would please give your accounts of 
that day, on that tragic day what happened at the 
World Trade Center regarding your ladder company and 
personally yourself. 

A. Okay. We were at a box. That's when the 


seconds plane hit and then we took in the Trade 


Center incident. We came in on West Street and to 


the best of my knowledge I could see both towers on 
fire, a lot of smoke. I witnessed people jumping as 


we were driving down the West Street highway. 
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Q. If you could draw on the diagram of where 


your resting place was. 


A. I believe we stopped somewhere on Murray 
Street, almost two blocks from the 6 World Trade and 


another block from the first tower. At that moment 


we got off the rig, we got all our equipment 


together and I started walking towards the command 


post. We took a minute. Our lieutenant, Glenn 
Rohan, took a minute, stopped us all and basically 
gave us a little pep talk. We didn't know what we 
were getting into here. It was obviously some kind 
of an attack and that we should conserve energy, get 
rid of some tools and stay together most of all. 

So we started back down West Street towards the 
Trade Center and I would say we got to between 
Barclay and Vesey when the first tower came down and 


it was chaos. It was crazy. 


Q. Were all you guys from the truck together 


at the time that collapse came? 


A. We were all together at the time with one 


extra roof man. 


QO. That was the south tower that you're 
talking about? 


A. I believe, yes. I believe it was the 
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first tower. I believe when we were coming down the 


West Side Highway the both towers were still 


at that point. 


standing and burning and there was no chaos going on 


So we retreated a little bit I guess, right to 


about Barclay and we ducked in, possibly, I don't 


remember, but we possibly ducked in 125 Barclay. We 


ducked in like an entranceway and just lay on the 


floor while most of 


And when it seemed 
and black crap and 
slow down, we tied 


to go back towards 


the stuff was blowing by us. 

to have -- when the cloud of gray 
things going by just seemed to 
off a rope and started walking in 


where everything used to be. 


Q. You came down West Street from there? 

A. Yes. We came down this way, like that 
(indicating). 

Ow Just circle this here and identify this as 


125 Barclay. That' 


s where you waited until the 


debris and everything cleared? 


A. Yes. 


Q.. Was there any communications by radio or 


was there still command post communications post -- 


A. At this point it was just -- there was 


just people running past us and so much chaos. We 
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masked up and we started walking in with a rope. We 


had a search rope on and at that point I didn't know 


where we were headed. 


Q. Were any other firefighters running you 


way or did you intercept anybody? 


A. There were some cops running our way. 


There wer there could have been firemen running, 


but there were fire trucks everywhere and when we 


got in further, there was just fire, a lot of rigs 
on fire. 

Q. Were you able to identify the rigs that 
were on fire, by any chance? 

A. No, I didn't recall which rigs were there 
at that point. But at that point we stretched in. 


We started climbing over the rubble and the boss 


said -- 

OF What boss was that? 

A. Lieutenant Rohan, Glenn Rohan, 43. He was 
just telling us to get -- he took three guys and 


said, "Grab a line off that rig and start putting 
out some of these car fires and rig fires." As he 
tried to look to see if there was still a command 
post. So that's what we did. So he split us up 


into two teams. And that's what we did probably for 
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a while and I don't even remember the second tower 


coming down. We just kept working and climbing over 


stuff. I don't remember it coming down. I don't 


know if it came my direction or it went in the other 


direction, because it was just black. It had to 
be -- visibility was horrible for at least 45, 50, 
60 minutes. I don't remember the time at that 
point. 


So that's what we kept doing. We kept 


stretching hose lines. There was a ladder to -- 


there was a portable ladder up on 6 World Trade, so 


we were in this area right here just climbing over 


all sorts of debris. It was crush -- I think Rescue 


1 was right about here. 


right off Vesey; 


Q. You are identifying the West Side Highway, 
right? 
in near Vesey. It was inside of -- 


A. It was 


it was between 6 


and 1 and that's where the foot 


bridge I believe is. 

Q. So that's the pedestrian bridge? 

A. That's the pedestrian bridge. So it was 
right in front of 6. 


QO. Okay. 


A. Rescue 


So that was Rescue l. 


1 was right around here. I 
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remember that. And this was down. So this is where 


we operated from the most, for the first hour, right 


here. Vesey and West Street. There were rigs 


everywhere. Rigs were all over here, they wer 
burning. Between Barclay and Vesey there had to be 
a dozen rigs burning. 

Q. At any point did you remove any civilians 
or a member of the service following any of the 
collapses? If so, were there any injuries or did 
you see any firefighters that were injured? 

A. No. I didn't encounter any injured 
firefighters. I didn't leave anyone alone. If I 
saw them alone, I checked to make sure they were all 
right. If they weren't, I was looking for their 
company or looking for their boss. 

Q. Were people still running towards you or 


running away at that point? 


A. No. At this point now when we were 
putting out fires everyone was, you know, was pretty 
much just scrambling for hose line and doing stuff 


like that. Then, like I said, the boss went up a 


ladder that was to the scaffold of 6 World Trade 


here, where the U.S. Customs building is. He yelled 


down he needed two stokes, because they had a down 
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fireman up here. 


So we went and grabbed two baskets, tied them 


up and they carried him up the land. At that point 


is when they were looking for 6 Truck. 6 Truck and 


39 Engine, they were saying were missing over the 


radios? 
Q. I don't remember. 
A. 6 Truck and 39 were together and they were 


trapped and they were calling for help on the radio. 
That's the last radio transmission I heard on 
channel 1. My boss and Jerry Suden and Todd 
Frederickson, two firefighters, and Johnny Colon, he 
was the chauffeur that day. The four of them went 
through this building and into the rubble of the 
both towers. 

Q. The both towers were down at that point? 


A. Yes. Both towers were definitely down at 


that point. So they went in there and that's the 


last I heard from them. They switched to channel 5. 


I didn't hear it given over the radio, for the 43 


truck to switch to 5, so I operated with Frank 


Macchia. He was the second roof man and we teamed 


up in © World Trade with the 40th battalion. And we 


searched this building top to bottom. That's the 6 
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World Trade, U.S. Customs building. 


Q. Right. 


A. So we searched that building top to bottom 


and just constantly getting dead ends. 


Ox. At what point do you think you guys hooked 


up all together as a company? Was that at any point 
or not at all? 

A. I didn't hook back up with the rest of my 
company until 5:00 or 6:00 o'clock at night. So lI 
operated alone a lot. 


Q. Okay. Anything to add? 


A. The 7 came down at 4:30, I believe? 
Ox Yeah, around that time. 
A. Okay. Then I'm wrong. If 7 came down 


between 4:30 and 5:00, I hooked up with my company. 
Frank Macchia and I went under this foot bridge and 


started climbing on top of the rubble. At that 


point there was like a chain gang of guys and we 


were trying to get one of the Chiefs that was 


trapped, they were trying to get closer to him. 


Q. Let's highlight that area. 


A. Okay. We came under the foot bridge this 
way and we probably would be on top or in this 


little courtyard between 1 and 2. 
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QO. Okay. And this is where -- 
A. 1 and 2 here. And there was a rubble 


here. There was like a big 40, 50-foot drop you had 
to walk down and then back up and we had a little 
bit of a chain gang trying to pass stuff out and 
they were supposedly in communication with one Chief 
and I was probably midway up with Frank Macchia and 
my boss and Jerry and whoever else was up on top of 
that rubble. So I waited there and that's when we 
finally got reunited. And at that point they were 
worried that 7 was coming down so they were calling 
for everyone to back out. 

So I waited for -- we waited for the boss, 
Lieutenant Rohan, in the middle of the rubble and we 
all walked out together back to the West Side 
Highway and crossed the highway and pretty much hung 
out by the marina when 7 came down. 

Q. Where were you during the first collapse? 


A. Walking down West Street. We were walking 


to the command center. 
Q.. And then you heard the second collapse, 


you said; right? 


A. I don't remember the second collapse at 


all. I guess it was just stuff going through my 
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head and whatever else. I'm almost 100% positive -- 
actually I had a camera on the rig when we were 
driving on the West Side Highway, I took pictures, 
but they didn't come out and I can remember both 


towers burning and we could see people jumping. 


From then on our minds were just like you didn't 


know what was going on. Unimaginable. 
Q. A lot of talk on the radios or -- 
A. A tremendous amount of talk on the radios. 
Q. Were you able to understand? 
A. I mean there was a lot of people yelling. 


"We're trapped here." "We need tools here." "We 


need tools here." And nothing was getting answered 
because rigs were -- there were rig fires and police 


vehicle fires. They said the ESU units were on fire 


and they had explosives and weapons. So that was 


the concern. The amount of stuff that was flying in 


the air. It wasn't even like smoke. It was like 


dust or whatever it was. It was just lingering and 


it stayed there for such a long time. Which led me 


to believe that the second building collapsed and, 


you know, they just kept it going. 


I mean that's my story pretty much. I mean it 


was a long time. I was by myself a long time. I 
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didn't try to call them for a while because ther 


was other stuff on the radio and I was all right. 


Q. You had nobody with you? 

A. I was with one other firefighter, Frank 
Macchia. The two of us worked. 

Q. You were together the whole time? 


A. We stayed together after we left the 48th 
battalion. We worked in that building for a while 
and the building was totally evacuated. We didn't 
see anybody and there was some pockets of fire, you 
know, big holes in it, but we were -- we eventually 
left him to try to reunite ourselves with our guys. 

Q. And you finally found them over where? 

A. We found them through this foot bridge, 
probably right in this area here of the rubble, the 


center of the rubble. We went through the foot 


bridge and came up and there were some I beams and 
there was a big wall. You kind of climbed down a 
bit and then came back up, and that is where our 
boss was operating up there, on top of that where 


they said they possibly had communications with a 


chief that was trapped. I'm assuming he was one 
that they left there. Because they were just 
adamant about 7 coming down immediately. I think we 
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probably got out of that rubble and 18 minutes later 


is when 


7 came down. So I watched -- we watched. 


There was a command station right her 


were he 
come do 
the mor 
buildin 
through 
back in 

Q. 

A. 


marina. 


re with a whole group of guys. 


on Vesey. W 


We watched 7 


wn and then we went through, I guess this is 


gue now, Merrill Lynch, we went 


g there and there was an atrium 


to help. 


through that 


we came 


to go back on the other side and try to get 


So you came from North End street then? 


Yes. We came right through. 


This is the 


We went right through -- there is an atrium 


here and we came through here and there was another 


command post on this side and we were trying to get 


back in 
Nigro f£ 
knew wh 
there, 


just sp 


WoO 


us 


to see what they were doing. Lieutenant 


rom 58 Engine was missing and apparently they 


ere he was. We were trying to help out 


but by then it was -- by darkness we were all 


ent. We were just hanging out. 


MR. MURAD: Firefighter Matt 


uld like to thank you for sitti 


for this interview. The time 


hew Long, I 
ng down with 


now is 1440 


hours and this concludes this portion of the 


in 


terview. 


